WAO Qualification

Team Northern Ireland 2027

Team Northern Ireland Management
Team Manager/Coach: Curtis Mullan
Team Assistant Manager : Matthew Brown
Contact: WAO Team Northern Ireland

Email: nornironwao@outlook.com

This document sets out the selection criteria for Northern Ireland’s Team’s participation at
the 2027 World Agility Open Championships, which will be held at National Hippic Centre
(KNHS) in Ermelo, The Netherlands from 12th to 16th May 2027.

Judges at the event are: Pau Serrano Ciratusa, Roman Lukac and Stefanie Semkat

1.Entry requirements:

To enter the tryouts all teams are allowed to be (dogs and handlers), independent of
association, club or dog training school.

All breeds (pedigree or mixed breeds) are allowed to enter. Participating dogs must be
vaccinated against rabies and be in good health. Bitches in season are allowed to enter.

Dogs entered must be a minimum age of 18 months.

Pregnant, blind and ill dogs as well as geriatric dogs are not allowed to enter and won't be
considered for the team. If a dog is taped, bandaged or on any form of pain relief due to
medical reasons it will not be allowed to take part.

At the time of team selection, handlers must be a citizen of the country they represent, or
have a birth certificate from that country, have parents or grandparents born in that country
or have permanent resident status.
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Tryouts will take place at Down District Dog Training grounds, Wateresk Road,
Castlewellan. Co. Down on 13 th September 2026. There are unlimited spots at tryouts and
only requirements at 1.2 need to met to qualify for try outs.

1.1 Qualifying mode

A handler can only qualify with two dogs for the team. If they qualifiy with more dogs the
team management and handler will decide which two dogs will be nominated for the team.

1.2. Requirements

All handler and dog teams wishing to be considered for selection for the Northern Ireland
team must (i) display good conduct at all shows in accordance with the WAO
sportsmanship guidelines; (ii) uphold Team Northern Ireland’s code of conduct; (iii) enter at
least three (3) shows organized in Northern Ireland between January 2026 until the last
show in December 2026; AND (iv) to be eligible for individual events, obtain a clear round in
Agility or jumping, at a show in 2025/2026 held in Northern Ireland.

1.3. Qualification classes

The tryouts include 4 runs, two Agility, one Jumping and a speedstakes. Points will be given
for runs with up to 5 faults (1 fault/refusal). This includes time faults as well. Faults/refusals
are scored with 5 seconds.

The dog with highest points in each jump height, in the overall results of the overall
qualifying has a win on spot for the Biathlon, the Pentathlon and the Games.

The remaining spots will be assighed based on performance at tryouts and training.

The distribution of points is as follows: Place 1 — 15 points Place 2 — 12 points Place 3-10
points Place 4 — 8 points Place 5 - 6 points Place 6 — 4 points Place 7 — 2 points

The team management reserves itself the right to amend the points according the amount
of entries.

1.4 Qualified teams

Dogs must be entered in their correct height.
Dogs need to meet qualification criteria in their new height class, should it change.

At the end of the tryouts all dogs will be measured. In each of the five jump heights, 3 dogs
will qualify for the team and have the right to run at the WAO. The tryouts will be held and
judged according to the rules of the WAO.

The WAQO rules can be found using the following link:
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The tryouts are held in five jump heights. The height at withers will define the jump height to

start. Jump heights are defined in the table below:
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1.4 Junior Handlers

Juniors must be born on or after 1st May 2008 in order to qualify on a junior team spot. The
qualification is on the same weekend and on the same courses as the regular tryouts.
Juniors run against senior handlers and receive points. There is no separate scoring. The
junior with the most points will qualify for the junior spot. If this opens up a spot on the
regular team (because the junior was in 1-3 place).


https://worldagilityopen.com/about/rules

The junior spot at WAO includes Games, Pentathlon and Biathlon, as well as potentially
team runs. If no junior handler qualifies through points, team management will choose a
junior handler to offer the spot to.

1.5 Spot Declination

If you win a spot on the team and are unable to attend or decide to withdraw then the team
management will decide who the replacement will be dependent on a combination of
performance at try outs, dog/handler experience and podium potential.

2. Qualified Teams for WAO 2027:

Team members are obliged to take part at the team trainings before the WAO. Team
members are required to volunteer at WAO according to the event rules. There will be
compulsory team Training in January, February, March and April 2027, you must attend any
3 of the 4 training sessions. All training sessions and team meetings will be shared with
team members at least 6 weeks in advance.

Team members are obliged to support the WAO Team Northern Ireland in all fund raising
activities and search for sponsors.

Team members are obliged to be at the venue of the WAO from Monday until Sunday after
the closing ceremony of the event week.

2.1 Distribution to disciplines

The team management will decide based on the performance at the tryouts and team
training, in consultation with the team members, who is to run which discipline (Biathlon,
Pentathlon, Games, Team).

Each team member is guaranteed at least two runs. The team management will decide at
the WAO which team members will start for the team runs based on their performance so
far.

In case of doubt, the qualification ranking will be decisive. For team runs 1 and 2, the first
two teams from the qualification have the first right to choose the course based on the
course maps in agreement with team management.

The goalis to choose the team best suited for the course (based on the course maps). For
Team Runs 3 and 4, the team management will decide which dogs will start, based on their
performance in the team & individual events at the WAO. In the event of qualification for
the final, the team management will determine which dogs will compete, taking into
account the starting position for the final.



2.2 Costs

The costs for entry, travel, accommodation, team clothing and team training, is the
responsibility for each team member to pay for themselves. The team management will try
with best endeavours together with the team members to find sponsors to reduce the
costs.

Allincome no matter from where it is received will go 100% to the team.

3. Code of conduct

Every dog that is selected will be checked by a vet at The WAO competition. The handler
has to carry with them a valid EU (NI) Pet passport with valid vaccinations. The dog has to
be socially compatible to other dogs and humans.

Teams that are selected in Team Northern Ireland will refrain from alcohol and drugs till
each competition day is completed.

Every team member is committed to behave in a manner that won’t harm the team or
Northern Ireland.

Performance enhancing substances for humans and dogs are forbidden.

Non violent handling must be observed at all times during qualification, training and
competition.

The use of a prong collar is forbidden, manipulated collars, electric collars and other sharp
and pointed equipment are also forbidden.

You must ensure that at all times the dogs must be able to get to fresh water. On hot days it
has to be assured that there is enough shade and air ventilation for the dogs.

We expect good sportsmanship and cooperation among fellow team members and those
of other countries.

3.1 Penalties

Anyone not obeying or breaching against these rules must be aware that they will be
banned from the team and competition as a consequence.

4. Entry fee



The entry fee for the qualifying tryouts is £40 and has to be paid by the latest six weeks
before the qualifying, on 2"* August 2026, into the account of the WAO Northern Ireland.
Account details will be provided by return email confirming receipt of your entry to try outs.

Late payments will result in being removed from the list for the qualification. Handlers can
withdraw at anytime from the qualifying event but entry fees are non refundable after 9"
August 2026.

5. Travelling

It is the handler’s responsibility to ensure all dogs applying must comply with the Pets
Travel Scheme (PETS) to allow travel throughout the world. Information about each
Countries travel scheme can be found at your local vets or countries concerned, their
embassy homepages.

6. Closing date

Entry fee per dog is due by 2™ August, to facilitate this the closing date for all applications
will be Friday 24" July.

Any queries should be directed to the team management by email:
nornironwao@outlook.com

Validity: 29" June 2026
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