Italian team

Standards and criteria of selection for the World Open Agility 2012

What is the WAO?
The WAO is an independent agility dog world championship 
• It is not related to any federation
• It is open to everyone, there are no restrictions for handlers or for dogs
• It is open to dogs of all level
• Collects team of more than 50 countries

2012 edition, which will take place in Belgium, the Italian representatives will be selected by Massimo Perla and will consist of 16 pairs (dog and handlers).
The team will consist of 75% results from a selection, and the remaining 25% will be chosen from the selector.

Objectives and structure of the selection
The selection was designed with the aim to obtain the widest range thanks to a strong presence on the following structure:
• First Stage: Local Preset
• Second Phase: National selections
• Third Stage: Team Workshops 

The local presets
The local officials of CSEN will instruct those responsible to organize in their districts two competitions consisting of a pre-test in each of Agility and Jumping.
The tests shall be:

• Carried out by the end of November 2011
• Open to everyone, even non-members CSEN
• According to the regulations WAO / CSEN
• Promoted in the best possible way.
• The local selections will be organized in centers affiliated CSEN
• Judged by a of preselection judge
• Judges of the pre-selection must be candidates chosen by the judges CSEN who can judge any constituency except in that they belong.

The country is divided into districts to organize events such as preset by the following table:
• Piedmont and Valle d'Aosta
• Liguria
• Emilia Romagna
• Lombardy
• Veneto, Trentino and Friuli
• Tuscany
• Umbria
• Marche and Abruzzo
• Lazio
• Campania and Molise
• Puglia and Basilicata
• Calabria and Sicily
• Sardinia

It will be up to each regional manager CSEN to check the correctness of the organization to avoid any conflict of interest or dishonesty.


For each race, from the classification of Biathlon (Combined), we assign a score to each pair according to the ranking according to the following table:

	Pos.
	Pti
	Pos.
	Pti
	Pos.
	Pti
	Pos.
	Pti
	Pos.
	Pti

	1°
	25
	4°
	13
	7°
	9
	10°
	6
	13°
	3

	2°
	20
	5°
	11
	8°
	8
	11°
	5
	14°
	2

	3°
	16
	6°
	10
	9°
	7
	12°
	4
	15°
	1


Responsibilities of the Judge
The judge in addition to the responsibility of enforcing the regulation will also ensure that the course meets the characteristics specified in the regulation itself.

Individual responsibility
• Each handler is responsible for the measurement of their own dog.
• The handler must enter his dog in the right category, considering the dog’s height, and any type of miscalculation will be responsibility of the handler. 
• The dogs of the final selection will all be measured, if a dog is not within the range of height of the category for which he was selected will be replaced by the next ranked in the category.

At the end of the two races the score will be summed up for each pair in the two Biathlons and they will get a final ranking.

The list of those entitled to participation in the national selection races will consist of:
• The first 10% of the rankings in each category for each region
• A pair per region, will be chosen by the selector from among the best of the regions without representation.
• Up to 20 pairs are at the discretion of the selector.

In case of withdrawal of a competitor’ the following pair will be selected.
Each competitor who is chosen as local representation, will necessarily be available for the national selection races’ for the workshops of preparation of the national team ‘for training and for attending the event.

The national selections

For  selected pairs from local races, there are two national selection tests which will be organized one in the center-north and the center-south.
Each race will be organized in two days and will be played by the rules of the Individual Pentathlon:
• Saturday: 1° Agility course and 1° Jumping course for all categories.
• Sunday: 2° Agility course, 2° Jumping course and speedstakes.
At the end of each class, the final ranking will be assigned a score as the table shown above.

At the end of the second class of the national selection, the final results will be obtained by adding the scores of  the pairs.



The final team will consist of:
• The first 3 pairs in the rankings for each category of height.
• A combination of height for each category at the discretion of the selector.
The selectors will decide which type of race each pair will participate in the WAO.
The selection will be communicated to the Organizing Committee by February 2012.

National titles
The results of the two national selection competitions will be used to assign the following additional national titles:

• CSEN  NATIONAL CHAMPION: The first of each category of height.
• CSEN NATIONAL CHAMPION JUNIOR: The first in each category that is at least 18 years of age by 31/12/2011.
• CSEN REGIONAL CHAMPION: The first of each region for each category of height.
• CSEN REGIONAL CHAMPION JUNIOR: The first of each category for each region that is at least 18 years of age by 12/31/2011.

THESE TITLES  MAY BE ASSIGNED ONLY COMPETITORS CSEN MEMBERSHIP


Preparation Team
The national team will need to play some of the games on specific workshops held by Sally Jones (UK) in order to recover the experience in Italy is lacking in this discipline.
It is important, to keep in mind the need to organize other training sessions, especially for participants in the pairs Pentathlon Team, with dates to be determined together with the participants.
Each pair selected must meet the health requirements of Regulation.

The pairs  selected are committed to giving their willingness to participate in these workouts. Too many absences can cause expulsion from the team at the discretion of the selector.
The Heights of the WAO

	Name

class
	Height

(mm)
	Height Jump

(mm)
	Height

A-Frame

(m)
	Height 

Dog Walk

(mm)
	Height

Tire Jump

(mm in the center)

	300
	Up to 320
	300
	1,7
	600
	450

	400
	Up to 410
	400
	1,7
	800
	550

	525
	Up to 500
	525
	1,7
	1050
	675

	650
	Over 500
	650
	1,7
	1300
	800


Composition of the national maximum pairs

Each can make their national team with a maximum number of pairs as the following table:

	World Title
	Class 300
	Class 400
	Class 525
	Class 650

	Individual Biathlon
	2 pairs
	2 pairs
	2 pairs
	2 pairs

	Individual Pentathlon 
	2 pairs
	2 pairs
	2 pairs
	2 pairs

	Pentathlon Team
	1 pair 
	1 pair
	1 pair
	1 pair

	Games
	2 pairs 
	2 pairs
	2 pairs
	2 pairs

	Totale
	7 pairs
	7 pairs
	7 pairs
	7 pairs


The classes of the WAO

Biathlon
• This class is the equivalent of what is in the ENCI (Italian kennel club) regulation is called "Combined".
• It consists therefore a class of Agility and Jumping.
• The amount of time and penalties, time and route of the two classes is the result of the final scores.

Individual Pentathlon
• It's a race consists of 5 courses of: Agility1 + Jumping1 + Agility2 + Jumping2 + individual Speedstakes.
• The score of each test is the actual time taken during the course, plus any extra time penalty or course penalties.
• The score of each test is added to that of the previous trial.
• After the second test pairs will eliminated if they are in the last 20% of the rankings while leaving a minimum of 20 binomials.
• Pairs cannot participate in the  third round if in the  first two tests they have been awarded two "ELIMINATED".
• After the fourth round, pairs are allowed  to participate in the Speedstakes if they rank in the  top 20% of the charts with a minimum of 20 binomials.
• The starting order of Speedstakes is opposite in the provisional standings after the fourth round.
• The end result is the algebraic sum of the scores of five tests.
• For each "ELIMINATED" is assigned a fixed score of 160 points for that test.

Pentathlon Team
• Each team consists of 4 pairs, one for each class of height.
• The event consists as an individual Pentathlon, but Speedstakes will be done in the form of relay.
• In each of the first 4 runs, there are involved 3 teams made of 4 pairs, each pair must participate in 3 of 4 tests.
• After the first 4 rounds, the first 8 teams participating in the provisional test Speedstakes.
• In Speedstake, time starts when the first dog passes the first hurdle and stops when the fourth dog passes the last hurdle.
• In Speedstakes team each handler will have in hand a baton (object) who at the end of the coarse  will go to the next competitor to allow him to leave.
• Each dog who is eliminated will receive 100 penalty points, but must finish the regular course to pass the baton to the next dog.
• If the judge finds irregularities when a handler that has been eliminated tries to reduce the time for delivery of the baton, he will apply an additional penalty of 60 points.
• The end result will be the sum of the scores of the team, all 5 tests.

Time and penalties in the Pentathlon and Biathlon
The scoring of each test is obtained by adding the time taken to do the course, in addition to any time or course penalties. 

Examples of the Agility Course Time 50sec.:
• pairs that go around in .34 seconds with no errors PF = 46.34
• pairs that go around in 42.55 sec with an error PF = 42.55 + 5 = 47.55
• pairs that go around in 53.34 seconds with no errors PF = 53.34 +3.34 = 56.68
• pairs that go around in 54.76 sec with two errors PF = 54.76 +4.76 +10 = 69.52


Starting order in Pentathlon
The starting order of these tests is calculated using the following rules:
n = number pair members
• Starting order 1Agility Order: Random
• Starting Order 1 Jumping: OP1Agility + (1 / 4) n
• Starting Order 2 Agility: OP1Jumping + (1 / 4) n
• Starting Order 2 Jumping out: OP2Agility + (1 / 4) n
• Starting Order Speedstakes: Reverse class. Safe

Games
The scores of the Games is the sum of the scores on two classes:

1) Snooker:
The coarse of Snooker is divided into two main sections:
• In the first part of the course, the dog, starting from the obstacle can move freely doing an obstacle "red" and an obstacle / normal sequence. Every obstacle / sequence has a score assigned
• Jumps "red" may be three or four and can be made only once, and each is worth one point.
• Once the jumps "red", are done, the handler must perform the course, following the established order of the obstacles numbered 2 through 7.

2) Gamblers:
This game consists of two main parts:
• In the first handler may move freely within the course by making as many obstacles as possible with his dog, every obstacle has a score and can be done ​​up to 2 times.
• At the sound of the horn the handler must go near to the gamblers area and the dog must do the obstacles in that area, with a distance limit imposed by the judge.
• The result is the sum of points accumulated in two phases.

This document as well as to the selection criteria, gives some ideas on subjects that are indicative of the world championship open. For full details please see the official rules on the official website of the WAO www.worldagilityopen.com or within a few days on site www.csen.it for the Italian version.
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