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2012 World Agility Open Wildcard Information
Thank you for your interest in the 2012 World Agility Open Championships. 

Successful applicants will be competing in Belgium on May 18–20, 2012.

The World Agility Open (WAO) will offer up to 5 wildcard places in each height division for handlers and dogs that have not made their national teams, but who have demonstrated to the WAO Organizing Committee that they are world-class agility competitors. 

Applicants will be judged based on their international merit; that is, competitors who have placed in the top three of their country's National finals in the last two years or competitors who have competed internationally in the last two years. Please read and fill out the application carefully. There will be a 10€ (Euros) administration charge for all applicants. This is non refundable and must be made using PayPal at the time this application form is sent. If you are selected to compete, the 10€ will be credited toward your entry fees.
All dogs applying to run in the 300, 400, and 525 height classes will be measured upon arrival in Belgium. As part of this application you must have a judge from your own country ensure, using an accurate measuring device, that your dog will measure into the correct WAO height division. Dogs that arrive at the competition and measure over the cutoff for their height division will be removed from competition. WAO will not reimburse any expenses or entry fees made by the individual in regard to the event.

All applications must be received by day end on March 5th 2012.
Belgium Docking/Cropping Laws
We will not be able to accept entries for dogs with docked tails unless the tail was docked for medical reasons and the owner has a letter from a veterinarian stating this. Without a medical exemption the following applies: If a dog's tail was docked before January 1, 2006, the dog may compete. If a dog's ears were cropped before January 1, 2006, the dog may compete.
Funding & Fees
The trip is self funded—all wildcard competitors are responsible for paying all of their expenses related to this event, including (but not limited to) handler and dog travel costs, vet fees, hotel, transportation, and event entry fee. 

The entry fee, which includes participation in all individual events, is 125€ (Euros). In addition, 45€ will be charged to each wildcard applicant to pay for 3 wildcard polo shirts to be worn while competing and while attending official ceremonies and prize givings.

Government Requirements for Humans and Dogs Traveling into Belgium

The applicant is responsible for all human and pet travel regulations required to get into and out of Belgium. Contact your embassy and veterinarian for the up-to-date legislation and documentation required. WAO is not responsible for assisting with travel into and out of Belgium for either the human or canine. Belgium has strict regulations on certain breeds as per their dangerous dog legislation. 
Jump Height Requirements
All dogs applying to run in 300, 400, and 525 jump height classes must be measured, using an accurate measuring device, by a registered judge within your country’s agility community.
It is the wildcard applicant’s responsibility to make sure their dog is eligible for the height division they entered. If the dog is measured above the cutoff at the event, the wildcard competitor will not be able to compete and WAO will not reimburse any expenses made by the individual in regard to the event.
	Jump Height Division
	Dogs Height at Withers
	Jump Height
	A-Frame Height
	Ascending Spread Length
	Long Jump Length
	Tyre Height at Centre

	300
	320mm & under
	300mm
	1.7m
	300mm max
	600mm max
	450mm

	400
	410mm & under
	400mm
	1.7m
	400mm max
	800mm max
	550mm

	525
	500mm & under
	525mm
	1.7m
	525mm max
	1050mm max
	675mm

	650
	Over 500mm
	650mm
	1.7m
	650mm max
	1300mm max
	800mm


Metric to imperial conversion:
300mm = 11.81 inches

320mm = 12.60 inches

400mm = 15.75 inches
410mm = 16.14 inches

500mm = 19.69 inches

525mm = 20.66 inches

650mm = 25.59 inches

Application Requirements
· 
Please send 1 copy of the attached application electronically to info@worldagilityopen.com 
· 
The application must include the website address of 2 public videos (YouTube or Vimeo) of the applicant and dog running courses. These video sites must be set for public viewing for ease of use by the WAO selection committee. No private emails with attachments will be accepted. These videos should demonstrate the technical ability of the partnership to be competitive on world-class courses. These could include the competitor running at national or international competitions or the competitor running courses in training set at a technical level as expected at a international event. Please make sure the videos are edited to approximately 45 seconds from the time the handler leaves the start line to the time the dog crosses the finish obstacle. Videos that are much longer than this will not be viewed.
Wildcard Responsibilities
All potential wildcards, by entering this application process, agree to the following WAO wildcard policies:

· All wildcard competitors will participate at the WAO with integrity, honesty, and good sportsmanship.

· All wildcard competitors will participate in a wildcard practice/training session at the venue should one be organised.

· All wildcard competitors will put their dog’s needs ahead of their personal desires.
· All wildcard competitors agree to attend all official ceremonies and prize givings.
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2012 WAO Wildcard Height Certification
All applicants for the 300, 400, and 525 height divisions must complete this form. 

(650 applications do not need to complete this form.)
Section 1
Dog’s Pet Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Owner’s Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _________________________________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________________________________________ 

This dog was officially measured at the 2011 WAO:   YES  /   NO

If YES please state the dog’s official WAO height:  ______________________________mm
Section 2. You only need to fill out section 2 if you do not have an official WAO height.

Judge’s (measurer’s ) Name (please print): ____________________________________________
I hereby certify this dog’s height at the withers is _________mm/cm/inches (circle one) and is a correct and accurate measurement.

Based on the official measurement above, I certify this dog is eligible to compete in the following height division at the World Agility Open Championships in May 2012, according to the regulations put forth by the WAO. 

Measuring judge to check one:
·   300: 320mm & Under / 12.60" or less 
·   400: 410mm & Under / 16.14" or less

·   525: 500mm & Under / 19.69" or less

·   650: Over 500mm / 19.69"                                            

Judge’s Signature: ____________________________________________
Organization:________________________________________________ 

Dated: ________/_________/20_________

Judge’s Email:________________________________________________
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2012 WAO Wildcard Application
Handler (as on passport):________________________________________________________________
Complete Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Country:_______________________________    Citizenship: ___________________________________
Home phone: ____________________________ Cell/Mobile: __________________________________
Email: _______________________________________________________________________________
Owner’s name if different from handler: ___________________________________________________
List all of your previous international competition experience with this dog (including results) from the 2010/2011 competition year:

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

List all of your previous national competition experience with this dog (including results) from the 2010/2011 competition year:

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Please state why you are not on your country’s national team; for example, was unable to attend tryouts due to injury, had a bad tryout day, was not selected by country manager:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Video Requirements: Please state the website address of 2 runs for WAO selection committee to view: Please make sure the videos are edited to approximately 45 seconds (YouTube or Vimeo).
1____________________________________________________________________________________
2____________________________________________________________________________________

Dog’s Information
Dog’s registered name:__________________________________________________________________
Dog’s registering body: ______________________________________
Pet/Call name: _____________________________________________
Date of birth: _____/________/_________ 

WAO jump height applying for (check one):

300
400
525
650

Dog’s Medical History

Is your dog currently taking any medications? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

If so, for what reasons: _______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

DECLARATION. I accept and agree to be bound by the World Agility Open Championships rules and regulations. I also undertake not to bring to the Show any dog which has contracted or been knowingly exposed to any infectious or contagious disease during the 21 days prior to the Show. I also accept that I enter at my own risk. Initialed: ___________

Printed Name: _____________________________________________

Signature of Applicant: _____________________________________________
Date:
______/________/_2012_
Submission Instructions
Send 1 copy of this application by email to: info@worldagilityopen.com
Please state “Wildcard Application” in email subject field.
You will receive a written acknowledgement of your application. If you have not received an acknowledgement of your application within 3 working days, email the above address to confirm. Please do not resend the application.
Pay 10€ (Euros) by PayPal to info@worldagilityopen.com reference “Your Name”

Applications received with no payment made will not be considered.
Deadlines
All applications must be received by day end on March 5th 2012.
The WAO will announce its decision by 1st April 2012.
About the Event
The World Agility Open Championships (WAO) is an annual international event designed to:

· Provide the ultimate in dog agility competition

· Showcase the highest level of agility training, human/canine partnership and athleticism

· Enable all dogs, whether pedigreed or not, to compete in an environment that is solely focused on the sport of agility

The WAO strives to provide jump height divisions where similar types of dogs compete against one another, an excellent competition surface and environment, and several varieties of contests with maximum runs to adequately test teams for all the skill sets necessary to be the best in dog agility.

With that goal in mind, the Individual winners from the 2011 FCI Agility World Championships and 2011 European Open, as well as the All-Around winners from the 2011 IFCS Agility Championships and all three medalists in each height of the 2011 Individual Agility Pentathlon, Agility Games, and Agility Biathlon, are automatically eligible for entry to the 2012 WAO regardless of whether their country submits an entry.

The WAO is the first international agility event created and managed by agility competitors (Greg Derrett, and Monica Percival). It is not run under the auspices of any agility organization. The official language of the WAO is English.

More information about the World Agility Open Championships can be found at www.worldagilityopen.com
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