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World Agility Open  2012

[image: image2.wmf]  TEAM SCOTLAND SELECTION [image: image3.wmf]
AND FUND RAISING DAY

(Held under the most recent WAO Rules and Regulations)

Venue: Howe Country Centre (formerly DABBS)

Five Oaks, Arnot Acres, Giffordtown, Fife, KY15 7UW

Date: Sunday 16th October 2011

Competition opens: 8am   Competition Briefing: 8.30am  Judging starts: 9am

Judges: John McEwan & Blair Cochrane

Closing Date for Entries: 19th September 2011  (Postmark)

Entry Fee: £15 per dog.  This includes 2 Agility, 2 Jumping and 1 Speedstakes

(Cheques will be banked on receipt.  Any overpayment will be donated to Team Scotland)

Cheques should be made payable to Agility Team Scotland and sent with entry form to 

 Team Scotland, City Farm, Westwood, West Calder, EH55 8PP

Team Management 

Team Manager: Tricia Elms

Team Assistant Manager: Kerstin McDonagh

Treasurer: Monica Kerr

This show is not just for serious Grade 6 & 7 competitors to try out for WAO Team Scotland.  

It is also to encourage more interest in the WAO, give others a chance to see how they cope with international-style courses and help raise funds for the team.

The “fun” element of the show is open to grades 5-7.

The show is limited to 80 dogs, G6&7 who are seriously trying out for the team will be given preference.

If you have any queries about the selection/fund raising day please contact

 triciaelms@btinternet.com or 07799 706204 (before 9pm)

Competing for fun at the selection and fund raising day?

This is for Grade 5 handlers and dogs who are not yet eligible for team selection, as well as for Grade 6 & 7 dogs and handlers who have no desire to compete for a place on the team but want to find out more about international courses, the WAO or just want to help raise funds for WAO Team Scotland 2012.  The fun element will be run in the same way as the team selection element, over the same courses, but with a separate set of combined grade 5-7 results. In addition, fun runners will not be expected to run in accordance with the precise running order – once a course is made available to fun runners, they can just queue and run. Dogs taking part in the fun element do not need to be measured, but will simply enter at the height nearest to their KC height, i.e. Large = 650 mm, Medium = 400 mm and Small = 300 mm. Prizes will be awarded to the top-three Pentathlon and Biathlon fun runners. 

The Venue

For further information about the venue and directions go to www.howecountrycentre.co.uk.

The onsite cafeteria will be open from 7.30am to 6pm.  Only food purchased from The Café may be consumed in the cafeteria and the lower viewing area.

Please ensure you pick up after your dogs and use the bins provided.     

ELIGIBILITY FOR TEAM  SCOTLAND SELECTION 

· Dog/Handler combination must be eligible for KC Grade 6 or 7 OR hold UKA Champion status by closing date of selection day.

· By entering this selection day you are confirming your ability to attend the entire World Agility Open event, Friday 18th - Sunday 20th May 2012 in Belgium. Expected travel dates are 14th/15th – 21st/22nd May 2012 (inclusive)

· By entering this selection day, you are confirming that you will ensure your dog will be eligible to travel outside the UK under the rules of the Pet Travel Scheme by the above dates.  Further information can be found on the DEFRA website www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-pets/pets/travel/pets/
· New PETS passport rules will come into force on 1 January 2012. Under these rules, dogs selected for Team Scotland do not have to be microchipped and vaccinated against rabies until 21 days before returning to the UK. However, to ensure that all papers are in order, we recommend that handlers aim to complete the process by 1st April 2012 to guarantee eligibility to travel.

It is each handler’s responsibility to ensure their dog’s Pet Passport is valid to allow entry back into the UK on 21st May 2012. 

· The Handler must be a permanent resident of Scotland at the time of the selection day. Or if born in Scotland but no longer residing they must have competed regularly at Scottish Shows during the preceding 12 months.

· The Handler must have a valid passport.

· The handler/dog combination competing at the selection day should preferably also have competed together regularly during the preceding agility season.

By entering the selection day, all potential team members agree to the following Team Scotland policies:

· All team members will participate in any fundraising/sponsorship requirements for Team Scotland.

· All team members must accept that sponsorship and funding cannot be guaranteed, and that team members may need to cover all or part of the expenses of their trip themselves.

· All members will participate in any team activities with integrity, honesty and good sportsmanship.

· All members will put their dog’s needs and what is best for the team ahead of themselves.

· All members will respect, support and encourage fellow team members and management before and during the WAO event.

· All members of Team Scotland will be expected, at all times and particularly while abroad, to conduct themselves in a manner befitting someone representing Scotland at an international event.

· There will be 5 team training sessions before the WAO event.  Although the management realises team members may not be able to take part in all 5 sessions, we do expect them to attend at least 3 sessions. Failure to do this will be regarded as a lack of dedication and commitment to the team, and may result in that team member being replaced by a reserve.

In return for the above the Team Scotland management agree to:

· Be honest, supportive and encouraging to all team members.

· Provide good communication and information to build confidence in the team.

· Assist in improving training and handling, if required.

· Be approachable.  No team members should feel they have to keep quiet about any concern or problem.

· Put the welfare of the team ahead of their own interests.

· Do their utmost to ensure that Team Scotland has an enjoyable and memorable WAO 2012.

· Manage team funds efficiently and provide detailed accounts.

ABOUT WAO 2012

The World Agility Open will take place at De Warre Equestrian Centre, Neeroeteren, Belgium on 18th-20th May 2012 with the warm-up and team briefing on Thursday 17th May.

Two dogs from each height category may be entered in the Individual Pentathlon Championship (2 agility, 2 jumping and 1 speedstakes).  Two dogs from each height category may be entered in the Individual Biathlon Championship (1 Agility & 1 Jumping). Two dogs from each height category may be entered in the Individual Games Championship (1 Gamblers & 1 Snooker). Three from each height may be entered into the Team Pentathlon Championship.

For further information go to www.worldagilityopen.com
TEAM SCOTLAND SELECTION INFORMATION

The WAO rules stipulate that “A country’s team selection process must allow for at least 1 (one) dog from each height to win its way onto the team, and to run in at least the Biathlon or Pentathlon.”  For WAO 2012, Team Scotland will consist of 3 dogs chosen from each height category, i.e. 12 dogs in total. 4 non-travelling reserves, one from each height category, will also be chosen. These will be part of the squad and will be invited to all training sessions. Only dogs that are entered and participate in the selection day will be considered.

The team selection day will be a simulation of the WAO Pentathlon event, i.e. will consist of 2 agility rounds, 2 jumping rounds and 1 speedstakes round (a fast jumping course with an A-frame). Dogs trying out for the team MUST run in the exact order in which they have been drawn. It is the handlers’ responsibility to ensure that they and their dogs are available for their runs. The overall winner of the 5 Pentathlon rounds in each height category will automatically qualify for the team and will run in the Individual Pentathlon at WAO 2012. The results of the second agility round and second jumping round at the selection event will be combined and the overall winner in each height category will automatically qualify for the team and will run in the Biathlon at WAO 2012.

Scoring

The WAO scoring system will be used at the team selection event. This means that course faults will be converted into time; for example, a 5-fault penalty will result in 5 seconds being added to a dog’s time in any Pentathlon class. For example, a dog that has a clear round in 28 seconds in jumping round 1 and has 5 faults with a time of 32 seconds in agility round 1 will have a total score of 65 (28 seconds + 32 seconds + 5 faults = 65) at that point of the competition, and thus beat a dog that is clear in both rounds but with a time of 32 seconds and 34 seconds, giving them a total score of 66 (32 seconds + 34 seconds = 66).

Elimination = 100 faults. Dogs that are eliminated will be given a course time of 60 seconds regardless of the standard course time. Therefore, any dog eliminated in the class will receive a score of 160 (100 faults plus 60 time faults = 160).

Time faults will be treated the same as course faults. For example, if the course time is 50 seconds and a dog runs clear in 51 seconds, his score will be 52 (51 seconds + 1 time fault = 52).

The Winners will be announced at the end of the selection day.

THE REST OF THE TEAM

Potentially, the scoring system could give us 8 team members (2 from each height) to go to the WAO, although it is, of course, possible for an individual competitor to win both the Pentathlon and Biathlon. The remaining places, which include non-travelling reserves, will be selected from the top 5 places in the Pentathlon and Biathlon.  Previous experience may be taken into consideration to aid the team management’s decision.

The winners of the Pentathlon and Biathlon at the selection day will run in those events at the WAO.  The team management, after consulting with the team and watching their performance at the selection day and training days, will have the final decision as to the allocation of the remaining Individual Pentathlon and Biathlon places. The team management will also decide who will run in the Games Championship and Team Pentathlon events at the WAO.

Rules and Regulations

The qualifying event will be run using the most recent WAO rules and regulations.  We recommend that competitors familiarise themselves with these rules prior to the selection day. These can be found on www.worldagilityopen.com.

Please note in particular the sections relating to:

· Jump and dog heights (Dogs 320 mm or under = 300 mm jump height; dogs 410 mm or under = 400 mm jump height; dogs 500 mm or under= 525 mm jump height; dogs over 500 mm = 650 mm jump height) 

· Timing and equipment failure procedures

· Collars and leads

What Happens Next?

Successful handlers will be informed of their selection onto the team by e-mail within 1 week of the selection day. Once confirmation has been sent to all handlers, the names of the selected team members and reserves will be announced via the WAO web site, WAO Team Scotland 2012 website, WAO Team Scotland 2012 Facebook page and UKA web site. Further details of the WAO event and the Team Scotland training sessions will also be communicated.

Cost

Although every effort will be made by the management to gain sponsorship to meet all expenses, competitors may have to pay some or all of their expenses for the event and any training session costs incurred. Team members and management will take priority in the refunding of expenses. Accompanying grooms will have to cover their own expenses.

May I wish you all the best of luck and look forward to seeing you at the selection day.

Tricia Elms

Team Scotland Manager
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Name: _________________________________         Phone Number: _____________________

Address: ________________________________        Mobile Number: _____________________

________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________ Post Code: ________________

Email (all WAO & Team Scotland communication will be made via email.  Please provide an email address which is checked regularly): ________________________________________________

DOG INFORMATION

Please complete a separate form for each dog entered. *Please circle appropriate information. 

Dog’s Pet Name: ______________________________Breed: ____________________________

Sex: Dog/Bitch*                               


Date of Birth: _______________________

Expected WAO Jump Height:  300/400/525/650*


KC Height: Small/Medium/Large*



KC Grade: 5/6/7* 

I would like to seriously compete for a place on WAO Team Scotland 2012/compete for fun.*

NB. Grade 5 can only compete for fun.

In the event my entry is received after the 80-dogs limit has been reached, I give my permission for my cheque to be destroyed/my entry fee to be donated to WAO Team Scotland 2012*

HANDLER & DOG EXPERIENCE (to be completed by those who are trying out for the team)

Please give details of any relevant results have had with the above dog (i.e. Championship, Crufts, Olympia, SDOY, Highland Stakes, WAO) over the preceding 12 months which may be of interest to the Scotland Team Management. ____________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Any other results you think may be relevant (including, team events, previous years and other dogs) __________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

I agree to submit to and be bound by the Rules & Regulations of the event in their present form or as they may be amended from time to time.  I also agree to abide by the Regulations of this show and not bring to the Show any dog, which has contracted or been knowingly exposed to any infectious or contagious disease during the 21 days prior to the event.  I also accept that I enter at my own risk.  

Signature: _____________________________________  Date:____________ 

(This entry is not valid unless signed, dated, and submitted with correct fees by closing date)

